
The Government of Alberta released a survey soliciting public feedback on the
creation of a new “Plan for Parks.” CPAWS Northern and Southern Alberta
welcome the opportunity for folks to provide feedback on our provincial park
system. 

Changes made to the Alberta Parks system should emphasize the conservation of
our lands, water, and wildlife – and ensure that we are stewarding a sustainable
future for our provincial parks, so that generations of Albertans can responsibly
enjoy these beautiful, unique, and valuable places. 

If you are unsure on what to emphasize in your survey responses for the “Plan for
Parks,” or what to pay special attention to in the survey, we prepared this
summary with our take on the survey’s questions as a starting point for you. 

Your personal responses and contributions to the survey are highly encouraged!
The survey is open until Sunday, August 18 2024. 

A CPAWS Guide to the
 “Plan for Parks” Survey
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Our take
Answer in a way that is
appropriate to you. 

Our take
These are all great values we receive
from Alberta’s parks, with the
stipulation that “Extraordinary
visitor-attracting sites should be
done responsibly. 

Select as many or as little apply to
you. 



Our take
I value parks for their protection of
diverse, intact, and functioning
ecosystems. I love nature, and it
makes me happy to know that there
are areas where its protection is a
priority. 
 
I value parks for the ability to
sustainably access nature and
experience natural areas away from
crowds and development 

Our take
Not in support. 

Here’s why ➡ (next page)



Our take
The vision statement lacks
prioritization for the conservation of
nature. I suggest updating the vision
statement to: “Alberta’s parks
protect and conserve healthy,
diverse, and ecologically resilient
landscapes, and inspire people to
discover, value, protect and enjoy
the natural world and the cultural
benefits it provides for current and
future generations.” 

Our take
Alberta’s parks and protected areas
system will have greatly expanded
across the province, playing a crucial
role in addressing the climate and
biodiversity crises. The parks system
will achieve long-term conservation of
nature, as evidenced by increasing
biodiversity trends and recovery of
species at risk.  

All natural regions (boreal, shield,
foothills, grassland, parkland, and
Rocky Mountains) will be well
represented within the system.
Indigenous-led management of parks
and protected areas will be prevalent
and will actively advance
reconciliation. The parks system will
also provide equitable opportunities
for people to connect and learn about
nature through low-impact recreation
and tourism. 



Our take
These are solid guiding principles, we
would mark all of these as “in support.”

Our take
We do not currently have suggestions,
but if you do make sure to mark them. 



Our take
The conservation of nature should be
the primary guiding principle. Parks
have a crucial role to play in
addressing the twin crises of
biodiversity loss and climate change.
Alberta Parks should add a guiding
principle that reflects the need to halt
and reverse biodiversity loss such as
Conservation: Current and new parks
should first and foremost protect
nature and advance the recovery of
species at risk and safeguard Alberta’s
natural heritage. 

Our take
These are all important and we would
mark them all as “very important.”



Our take
Improvements could be made to
methods and timelines for public
engagement e.g. more documentation
posted on publicly available platforms,
improved communication tools that
enhance public understanding, more
opportunities for meaningful input into
parks Management. Funding streams
(e.g. from user fees) should be clearly
tracked and made public in a timely
manner. 

Our take
We suggest that you mark these as you
see fit with these considerations: 

We would mark “more park access
options without a personal vehicle” as
in support. This could be an important
solution to parks that are seeing large
influxes of visitation. 

Accessibility and equitable
opportunities for people to connect to
nature are important. These must also
be carefully considered with its impact
to nature and conservation purposes
of the park, which you can include in
the next survey question.  



Our take
We marked all of these as “neutral.”
Choose what is most significant for
you. 

Our take
I support equitable access to the parks
system. Increased access to any park
should be carefully considered with
respect to its impact on nature and the
conservation purposes of the park. 
Not all places need to be accessed.
Expanding the park system would allow
for increased campsite availability,
while achieving nature conservation
objectives.



Our take
These are all good options, select the
three that resonate the most for you. 

We would select “Introduce
Indigenous-led conservation, tourism
and collaborative management” as one
of the three options. 

Our take
There is no reason to limit the options
for Indigenous reconciliation in this
question to three options. All actions
are important.  

I support creation of policy to
encourage and enable Indigenous-led
conservation initiatives, including
Indigenous Protected and Conserved
Areas, and co-management (not just
collaborative management) of parks. 



Our take
The basis for determining user fees is
needed to garner support. Camping
must still remain an affordable activity
for all. Fees generated through
campgrounds should be reinvested in
the parks system and used to maintain
infrastructure and improve
conservation of nature and not replace
existing core funding. 

Our take
Unsure. More information is needed to
answer appropriately.

Our take
We are in support of these options, but
there are caveats with each. Answer
with what resonates for you. 



Our take
Answer these two questions in a way
that best reflects your knowledge and
support. Question 20 will vary based
from your answer for question 19.

Our take
I support partnerships that are made in
the public interest and that support
and improve the ecological integrity of
our parks system, but they do not
absolve the Government of Alberta
from its responsibilities, nor delegate
power for decision making and
direction. Clear and transparent
operating agreements must be in
place. No partner activities should
jeopardize safety, nor degrade the
natural environment. 



Our take
Robust government funding for the
conservation of nature and for low-impact
recreation opportunities should be
spending priorities. Parks provide
invaluable ecosystem services that benefit
all Albertans (clean water and air, flood
and drought mitigation, climate resilience,
fish and wildlife habitats) and mitigate the
need for more costly investments in
infrastructure. The Alberta Parks Steward
system was an excellent program for
engaging Albertans in park stewardship
and opportunities to revitalize the
program could be considered. 

Our take
Here is how we answered this question.
There are a few concerns with these
options, which there is a chance to
elaborate on in the next survey question.

Our take
Alberta’s parks should not be exploited for
private profit. I do not support commercial
developments in parks. Visitor services
could be developed in nearby
communities to avoid development within
protected areas and support local
economies. 



Our take
This is how we marked our responses but
we strongly encourage you to answer in a
way that reflects your values and
experiences. 

There is opportunity for added context in
the next survey question. 

Our take
Enjoying healthy, intact natural spaces is
the primary reason for visiting parks and
protected areas. Therefore, all
recreational activities should be
considered for their compatibility with
the long-term health of ecosystems and
wildlife. Activities that emphasize quiet,
low-impact recreation should be
prioritized. Activities that have a
negative impact on efforts to conserve
and protect nature should be avoided.    



Our take
We marked all of these options as 
“in support.”

Our take
The expansion of the parks and
protected areas network should be the
top priority for the Plan for Parks.
Expanding the parks network is an
excellent way to conserve nature,
advance reconciliation, improve nature
education, and provide opportunities for
outdoor recreation for all Albertans.  



Our take
We marked these as neutral, but mark
these based on your own opinion.

Our take
These questions are unique to your
experience in Alberta’s parks. Answer
with as much or as little detail as you
want to share. 



Our take
If any changes are made to the Parks Act
they should ensure that maintaining or
restoring ecological integrity is the first
and primary priority for park
management.  


