
The Government of Alberta has launched a new survey seeking public feedback on its draft Plan for

Parks. CPAWS Northern and Southern Alberta welcome this second opportunity for Albertans to share

their vision for the future of our provincial park system, building on the initial engagement survey

conducted in August 2024.

The encouraging news is that many of the key issues raised by CPAWS and by thousands of Albertans in the

first round of feedback have been acknowledged and incorporated into the draft plan. This shows that public

feedback, including YOUR voice, really does make a difference, and that taking part in these surveys is a

meaningful way to shape the future of our parks.

However, going into this second round of engagement, several important concerns remain, and it’s essential

that we again speak out to make sure they’re addressed in the final plan.

Any changes to the Alberta Parks system must emphasize the conservation of our lands, water, and wildlife. It's

essential that we manage our provincial parks with long-term sustainability in mind—ensuring these unique and

treasured places can be responsibly enjoyed by Albertans, now and for generations to come.

To help you navigate the Plan for Parks survey, we've put together a summary of “our take” on the questions.

While your individual voices and perspectives are essential, our guide is here to help you if you're unsure where

to start or which themes to focus on in your responses.

Whenever possible, try to share your thoughts in your own words or draw on your own experiences, especially

for the long-answer questions. Unique and personalized responses are often given more weight than identical

comments. The survey is open until Saturday, July 26, 2025.
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Q1

Our Take
Answer as is appropriate to you.

What we like:

The plan acknowledges the importance of

sustainable and equitable access to nature

The plan includes several conservation-

orientated actions, like the expansion of parks.

What we’re concerned about:

The plan does not fully acknowledge the critical

role parks play in conserving natural ecosystems.

Conservation is not clearly prioritized.

There is no strong commitment to actions that

would protect ecosystems.

Intentions are unclear around increasing

commercial development within park boundaries.

Commitments to consult with Albertans and

Indigenous peoples on changes to park

management, legislation, or the parks system

are weak or missing.

Q2



Our Take
We think the four Enduring Goals are somewhat
supportive of the vision of Alberta’s provincial
parks system. See Q3 for details. 

Q3

Tip!

Try using your own words if you can.
Things to highlight:

Conservation should be prioritized.
Pursuing reconciliation via park co-
management and Indigenous-led
identification of new areas for
designation should be an Enduring
Goal.

Our Take
Parks are a key tool in protecting diverse natural
landscapes, watersheds and species. For this reason,
parks should prioritize conservation, not simply
inspire people to discover, value, protect, and enjoy
nature.  Recommended updated vision statement:
“Alberta’s parks protect and conserve healthy,
diverse, and ecologically resilient landscapes, and
inspire people to discover, value, protect and enjoy
the natural world and the cultural benefits it provides
for current and future generations.”

Conservation must be a top priority. Recommended
Enduring Goal: “Current and new parks first and
foremost protect nature, advance the recovery of
species at risk, and safeguard Alberta’s natural
heritage.” 

An Enduring Goal to pursue reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples through co-management of
parks and a process for Indigenous-led identification
of new areas for designation should be included.  

Alberta’s natural and cultural legacy should each be
outlined as separate Enduring Goals to reflect the
importance of both. 



Q4

Our Take
We think the outcomes are somewhat supportive of the Enduring Goals. 
See Q5 for details.



Q5

Our Take

Expanding the park system should be a key Outcome, to allow for increased sustainable recreation

while meeting conservation objectives.

Any increase in park access or activities should be considered based on how they will impact nature

and conservation goals.

Outcomes should acknowledge that not all areas can support all types of recreation. Activity

locations should be strategically planned based on ecological capacity.

Tip!

Try using your own words if you can. Things to highlight:

Expansion of the park system should be included as an Outcome.

Impacts on the landscape should be a key factor in planning the location and scale of park activities.



Q6 

Our Take
We think these actions are somewhat supportive of achieving Enduring Goal 1 and its outcomes. 
See Q7 for details. 



Q7 Our Take

Proposed activities should support the long-

term health of ecosystems and wildlife.

Outcomes and actions (especially under

Goals 1 and 3) should reflect public feedback

from phase one engagement, in which the

majority of respondents indicated:

Under Outcome 1.4, activities should be

planned primarily around ecological capacity

and compatibility with other land uses.

Visitor services should be developed in nearby

communities, not within protected areas, to

support conservation and local economies.

Partnerships should:

Strong support for quiet recreation

(4,200 respondents)

Opposition to large-scale commercial

development (4,200 respondents) and

privatized development (3,449

respondents),

Opposition to increased opportunities

for motorized recreation (4,018

respondents)

Serve the public interest and improve

ecological integrity of the parks

system.

Not replace government responsibility

or decision-making authority and

direction.

Be governed by clear, transparent

agreements.

Avoid compromising safety or

degrading the environment.

Tip!

Try using your own words if you can.

Things to highlight:

Outcomes and Actions should reflect

Albertans’ overwhelming support for

quiet recreation and opposition to

large-scale commercial and privatized

development.

Activities should be planned and

assessed based on their compatibility

with the landscape and other land uses.

Partnerships should be transparent and

serve the public interest, and should not

replace government responsibility or

authority to pursue conservation.



Q8

Our Take
We think these actions are somewhat supportive of achieving Enduring Goal 2 and its outcomes.
See Q9 for details. 



Q9 Our Take
Expanding the parks and protected areas
network should be a top priority. It’s an excellent
way to conserve nature, advance reconciliation,
improve nature education, and provide
opportunities for outdoor recreation for all
Albertans. 

We support focusing park expansion on
underrepresented ecosystems and headwaters
protection. 

We recommend also prioritizing species at risk
habitat and other ecologically important areas
(e.g. ESAs, KBAs etc.) in park expansion.  

 
The plan should encourage and enable
Indigenous-led conservation initiatives,
including:

Indigenous Protected and Conserved
Areas (IPCAs)
Co-management of parks, not just
collaborative or cooperative models

Tip!

Try using your own words if you can. 
Things to highlight:

Expanding parks and protected areas
should be a top priority

Park expansion should focus on species
at risk habitat, in addition to
underrepresented ecosystems and
headwaters protection.

The plan should encourage and enable
Indigenous-led conservation Initiatives.



Q10

Our Take
We think these actions are somewhat supportive of achieving Enduring Goal 3 and its outcomes. 
See Q11 for details. 



Q12

Q11 Our Take
Nature-based experiences in parks should be

both accessible and sustainable.

The plan should clearly outline how proposed

activities will be evaluated for their compatibility

with long-term ecosystem health and wildlife

interactions.

Further clarity is needed on how these

evaluations will be conducted.



Q12 cont’d

Our Take
We think these actions are somewhat supportive of achieving Enduring Goal 4 and its outcomes. 
See Q13 for details. 



Q14-16

Q13 Our Take

Any changes to the Parks Act should prioritize

maintaining or restoring ecological integrity

above all else.

Modernization should not entail weakening

environmental protections in favour of harmful

commercial development.

The goal of sustainable park management

should be actively worked toward by

assessing, avoiding, and mitigating cumulative

ecological impacts.

Improvements could be made to the public

engagement process:

Actions under Outcome 4.4 should be

improved to ensure:

Our Take
Personal information.

Answer as appropriate to you.

Posting documents on public platforms

Clearer communication tools to enhance

public understanding

More opportunities for meaningful input

into park management

Funding streams (e.g. from user fees)

should be clearly tracked and publicly

reported.

Meaningful public consultation is evident in

the plan and park management

Albertans should be supported to

understand decisions about park uses and

policies, and be consulted in regard to

them.

Tip!

Try using your own words if you can.

Things to highlight:

Any changes to the Parks Act should

prioritize ecological integrity.

Environmental protections should not

be slashed to accommodate harmful

commercial development

Funding streams, like user fees, should

be clearly tracked and publicly reported

Additional efforts should be made to

ensure Albertans are engaged and

consulted in regard to park

management.



Q17

Q18-19 Our Take
Personal experience.

Answer as appropriate to you.

Our Take

Answer as appropriate to you.

Broader land use planning needs to be considered in the

development and implementation of Alberta’s Plan for

Parks. This includes consideration of how the plan

interacts with broader public land management and

parks under the Wilderness Area, Ecological Reserves,

Natural Areas, and Heritage Rangelands Act. This

consideration should be reflected with clarity in the plan.

Thanks
for defending
Alberta parks!


