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At CPAWS Southern Alberta, we collaborate in everything that we do.
We work with community organizations, Indigenous Peoples and First
Nations, other environmental advocacy groups, individual Albertans,
landowners, and many others.

We sometimes lead the charge, acting as the head of the spear for
the conservation community. Other times, we're a quiet catalyst,
supporting our collaborators in taking conservation action. We all
know — because we've heard from Albertans over and over — that we
are the voice of the majority who want to benefit from the ecological,
social, cultural, and spiritual value of our public lands and waters.

Yet, frustratingly, preserving and protecting Alberta’s public lands
often feels like a fight.

Thankfully, and while we much prefer working together to protect
nature in Alberta, we're also pretty good in a fight. We're a relatively
small organization that punches well above its weight. We know that
the measure of a fighter isn’'t how often they get knocked down, but
whether they get back up. Our chapter has been ‘in the ring,’ so to
speak, for over 50 years, and we've taken our blows and gotten back
up to achieve conservation wins many times over.

Regardless of whether the blows keep coming — and we know that
they will — Albertans can count on us to keep fighting to protect land,
water, and wildlife across our region.
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We're able to keep advocating for a coal mine free Alberta, we're able
to keep pushing for responsible forest management that respects
Critical Habitat for our treasured fish and wildlife species, and we're
able to keep advocating for nature because we know, dear donors
and supporters, that we have you in our corner.

As a volunteer board member, | take immense pride in supporting the
work of CPAWS Southern Alberta.

I’'m privileged to witness first-hand the incredible level of passion,
dedication, and persistence that exists among the staff of our

organization.

If you haven’t already, | urge you to join me in their corner.
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Tales from the Trail.

Advancing Science-Based
Conservation in Southern Alberta.
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We've known for a long time that native trout species like westslope
cutthroat and bull trout do not mix well with large-scale logging
operations. This year, we've been taking steps to document the scale
of impact on these species from forestry and, from there, take our
advocacy to the next level.

We've done this in a few different ways.

First, the results of the ecohydrological study we commissioned in
the Upper Highwood were released early this year. The study
confirmed for the first time that Loomis Creek is occupied by a
reproducing resident bull trout population, which is reliant on the
habitat in this watershed. It also demonstrated that the level of risk to
this population from proposed logging is very high; this risk comes
from roads, watercourse crossings, and clearcuts in and around
Critical Habitat, and even roads and crossings directly upstream of
the most sensitive spawning and rearing habitats.

Unfortunately, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans has recently
issued a permit allowing critical habitat destruction for the purposes
of logging around the Highwood River. This means that West Fraser
Cochrane can now carry out the first stage of its logging plan in the
Upper Highwood. We continue to advocate for logging plans to be
stopped in this area.

We also released work that used Geographic Information Systems
analysis to identify locations across the southern East Slopes where
logging operations have impacted native trout habitat.
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We found large numbers of stream crossings that had caused critical
habitat destruction, and none had a Species at Risk permit. We also
found hundreds of hectares of riparian critical habitat lost due to
insufficient protections on smaller watercourses.

The resulting Critical Habitat Report clearly shows the systemic
nature of the issue and the failure to enforce federal protections
under the Species at Risk Act.

Finally, this summer we've been doing fieldwork across managed
forestry areas. We've been documenting the presence of trout critical
habitat, verifying data from our critical habitat report, and assessing
forestry crossings and roads for erosion risks.

Results of this work will be released later in the year, but the work is
demonstrating again the systemic nature of issues arising from
forestry operations that impact imperiled trout species. This kind of
data is vital for us to be able to advocate effectively for better
protections.

With a proposal to increase allowable logging levels by 32% over the
next 10 years in the Crowsnest FMA, it's more important than ever to
defend Alberta forests.

This year we've also begun work on a project focusing on improving
access to information about forestry plans. This will include an online
mapping tool and a place to find information on how to be effectively
engaged in forestry consultations and planning.
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Tales from the Trail.

Our Award-Winning Education and
Engagement Experiences Soared
to New Heights This Year.
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Tackling paradigm-shifting environmental challenges like the
biodiversity crisis or climate change, or even looking for job
opportunities within the conservation sector, can be daunting tasks
for today’s youth. So, we were inspired to create the Youth
Conservation Collective (YCC), which offers Albertans in grades 10-12
a launch pad for their conservation journey with skill building,
leadership training, and applied project work.

We were so excited to kick-off the program with our inaugural cohort
this summer and invited 23 people, including 11 students and 12
mentors, to a boot-camp in Kananaskis.

During that time, they learned more about CPAWS Southern Alberta,
our campaigns and how to get involved, and began to create a
community of eco-minded individuals who care deeply about the
future of Alberta’s lands, water, and wildlife.

“We loved the energy that formed between the students and their
mentors and the clever, creative group names the cohorts came up
with, including the Greeners, Echological, the Honeybees, and
Aquaducts,” says Chloe Hahn, our Conservation Coordinator.

As the boot camp progressed, each cohort began to hone in on a
specific conservation issue they want to take action on. We were
heartened to hear the participants note that the presence of
experienced, knowledgeable mentors left them feeling “more
confident,” giving them the “support to make [their] ideas a reality.”
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In September, the Youth Conservation Collective then attended their
first field trip, heading to Banff National Park. We spent the whole day
exploring the town’s nature paths, the museum, meeting with Parks
Canada and elected officials.

The next field trip will offer participants the opportunity to
collaborate with Parks Canada on a creek restoration project, offering
invaluable hands-on experience in field work.

As our inaugural cohort progresses through the YCC program, we're
looking forward to learning and growing alongside them — it's about
more than just getting these passionate young Albertans kickstarted
on their conservation journey (and, quite possibly, careers!) but also
continuing to expand and evolve our own community, as we look to
inspire the environmental leaders of tomorrow.

Already, we're watching these bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
highschoolers turn from focusing on conservation challenges to
imagining possible solutions and actions. “We can’t wait to see where
they go and where we go together,” concludes Chris Villacarta-Lopez,
the YCC Program Coordinator.
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