Survey responses

Public, Stakeholder and Indigenous

Classification: Protected A

EA000-2025-G-74 - 1



Summary Stats

e 4,229 Total survey responses

e ~50 Indigenous communities and organizations
e 99 Stakeholders
e ~4120 Public

* X

Classification: Protected A
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e Survey format

e Radio button questions gauge agreement with a Question options
statement — scale of agreement or importance

_ No opinion
* Respondents have option to agree, be neutral or
disagree, or offer ‘no opinion’ Disagree
Neutral

Agree

Classification: Protected A
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Unique questions

Stakeholder

Q24 How is nature important to your organization or community? Indicate your level of

with the followi

My community or
arganization has a
good under...

It is important to
minimize the impacts of
my..

My community or
organization seeks
opportunit...

My community or
arganization has a
good under...

My community or
organization wants to
do more...

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ noagirion

@ Disagree

@ Neurral

@ ngree

Indigenous

NA

Great stats we
can use here on
how people
value nature!

Public

e i ow identifies some dii el people receive from nature. How do you,
personally, benefit from nature? Select all that apply.

4500
3965
3891 3846
4000 3785
3500
2836
3000 2718
2606
2500
2000
1500
904
1000
347
500
® I
Question options

@ Spending time in natura improves my mental healih (e.q., | leal calmer and less siressed, it improves my moad or my ability o focus).
@ Spending time in nature improves my physical health (e.g., | lesl stronger or sleep better after spanding time outside).

@ Nature provides clean air and water. @ Nature has value in and of itsell

@ Nature provides connection fo traditional ways of life and customs. @ Nature provides connection to spiritual values.

@ Nature provides imporiant resources that support my quality of life (e.q., paper, clothing, wood products, nulritious food, elc.).

@ My employment is associated with a natural resource. @ | do not persanally benefit from nature. @ Other (please specify)
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Question: Agreement — working landscapes and protected areas

Stakeholder

Q28 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Question options
® o opinion

® oisagree

@ Neutral

® agee

Protected areas have
an imponant role in
«an.

It is impartant 1o
recogntze fat cur

Classification: Protected A

Indigenous

Q28 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Itis impartant to
manage our landscape
o ma...

Protected arsas have
animportant role in
con...

It is important to
recognize that owr
‘working...

Public

Q3 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Protected areas have
an imporant role in

It is important to
racognize thal our
working...
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Classification: Protected A

Q3 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

It is impartant 1o
manage our landscape
1o ma._

Protected areas have
an important role in

It is important 1o
recognize that our

EA000-2025-G-74 - 6



Question: Agreement — healthy landscapes outcomes

Stakeholder

Q30 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important

would each outcome be to your community or organization?

Temestrial and aquatic
landscapes are
connec...

Transparent and
acoessible data on
landscape ...

Natural resources are
sustainably managed.
Threats to at risk
‘ecosystems and
speciesare...
Consarvation outcomes
effectivaly protect, co...
Land management
decisions recognize the
value...

Land management
decisions consider 8
changing...

All of saciety and all
levels of govemment
...

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ 1o opiricn

@ Unimportant

® tewral

@ imponan

Indigenous

Q30 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important

would each

Terresirial and aguatic
lanciscapes arm
connec...

Transpasent and
acocassible cata on
landscape ..

Natral resources are
sustainably managed.

Threats o at risk
ecosysioms and
spacies are...

Consarvation culcames
affectively protect, ca...

Land managemant
dacisions recogniza the
walua...

Land managemant
dedisions consider a

changing...

Al of sockety and al
lovols of gowemnmant

be to your ity or ?

Question optlons
W Hoosinkn

® urisporant

W el

@ importans

Public

NA
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Question: Agreement — Indigenous knowledge

Stakeholder

Q35 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ No opirian

@ Disagres

® Heral

@ agree

Indigenous

NA

Public
@5 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.
‘Question optlons
L
B Disagreon
B el
L

| & inferesied in
leaming more about

It s important 1o
cansidar indigencus
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Question: Indigenous - outcomes

Stakeholder

Q37 The statements below describe p ial oL

d to this topic. How important

would each outcome be to your ity or or

Indigenous leadsrship
and knowledge are
respe..

Management systems
for land, water and
biodiv...

The exercise of
traditional land uses,
cultur...

Indigenous knawiedge
systems help advance
ste...

Indigancus knowledge
systems are led by
Indig...

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ Noopirian

@ Unimportant

@ neural

@ impanant

Indigenous

Q37 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important
would each outcome be to your community or organization?

‘Question optlons
B b ogiricn
W wrisportan
Indigoncs ieadorship B
and knowladge e
respa... [
Management systems.
o land, wailer and
bindiv...
The axarcisa of
‘tradifional land uses,
cultur...
Indiganaus krowlodge

systoms help advance

Indiganous: L]
b

Public

NA
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Question: Agreement — connection to nature

Stakeholder

Q42 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Spending fime in nature
is impartant.

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ Ho apirion

® Disagree

® Hearal

® agree

Indigenous

Q42 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

1t i Impoetant that
sveryone can oasly

Guestion optlons.
W o o

© iy

O Mt

® s

Public

Q7 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

‘Question optlons
W Haoginkn

® Diagen

D N

L

time in marture
Is Impartant o me.
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Question: Connection to nature - outcomes

Stakeholder

Q44 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important

would each be to your ity or or ization?

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ Ho opirion

[ r—

@ Heutal

@ rponian

Indigenous
Q44 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important
would each be to your ity or organization?
Question optlons
B o aginion
B unispeta

[

Nature is accessibie [
within urban and rural
c..
Opporunities 1o
impgraie nature o
indras...
Everyane has access
o consalidated
informai...

Public

NA
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Question: Agreement — nature and economy

Stakeholder

@49 | Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Albrta’s ooonamy
depands on naten.

Intograting the value of
nature more fully in_

B 5 important fo
quanfly tha ooosysiom
sor

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ b opinien
® Dasgrae
B i

® sree

Indigenous

Q49 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Abgria's sconomy
depends on natue.

Imegrating the waiue of
nature e bl ..

Itis importart to
quanity tha scosystern
sar..

Question optlons
W roaginicn

® Digen

O Mol

L

Public

Q9 Indicate your level of ag it with the following statements.

Question optlons
@ nooginien
@ Diagren
L
L

Aberia's economy-

depends on nahae.

Irtegrating tha valla of
naiure more fully in...

It ks Impartant o
quardfy tha ooosystem
sat..
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Question: nature and economy - outcomes

Stakeholder

Q51 The statements below describe p ial ot
would each outcome be to your ity or org

Incentives for
conservation,
management, and
Investment in nature
and nature-based
salutio...
Alberta is recognized as
a leader in the mana...
Nature is sustained and
supports Alberta’s gr...
Data and indicatars are
publicly available to._.
Nature- based tourism is
& visble industry pro...
Alberta’s economy is
diversified and nature-
p...
The value of nature is
recognized in
environm...
Natural assets are
recognized, identified
and._

Classification: Protected A

?

d to this topic. How important

Question options
@ hoagirion

@ Unimpestant

@ hewral

@ imparar

Indigenous

@51 The statements below describe p ial out lated to this topic. How important
would each outcome be to your community or organization?

Question optlons
W Nooginien

Incantives far
consarvation, B Uriepenan
management ® b
B iwponan
Invasiment in nature
and nature-based
saltia...
Albarta s recognized as
" -_
Nature is sustained and
supports Alberta's gr...
Data and indicators am
publicly avalable 1o...
Nature-based tourism is.
2 viable industry pro...
Alberta's ooonomy s
cversiod o nasye:
B
The valua of naturs is
mcognized in
emimam...
Natural assets ae
racognized, kerified

Public

NA
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Question: Agreement — stewardship and partnerships

Q56 Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements. Indi genous Public
Question options ' |ngjcate your level of agreement with the following statements. Q11 Indicate your level of ag Whth the following
° e aprian Question optlons Question optlons
® Disagres @ hocginon W Moogirien
© Neutral ® ® Diagrea
® sgree [ : ::
Stewardship, @ s
collaboration, and
partnerships ... Stewartship,
collaboration, and
partnarships. ...

. It s Important i
t is important to e
tha...

Itis
support the landowners.
tha...

My
wnitylorganization
awana of actions. ..

My
‘community/organization
is aware of actions...

Classification: Protected A
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Question: Stewardship and partnerships - outcomes

Stakeholder

Q58 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important
would each outcome be to your ity or i

All of saciety and al
levels of government
.

Stewardship actions by
landowners,
communitie...

‘Communities,
municpalities and
industry are ..

Albertans of all ages
have a strong
enviranme...

Govemment is
coordinated across
departments ...

Stewardship,
collaboration, and
parinerships ...

Best management
praciices are adopted,
and hi...

?

Classification: Protected A

Question options
@ Mo epirian

@ unimpertant

@ Hewral

@ impartant

Indigenous

Q58 The statements below describe potential outcomes related to this topic. How important

would each outcome be to your community or organization?

Allaf sociaty and al
lowols of gowemnmant
.

Stewarciship acticns by
lanciowness,

coeemunitie. ..

Communites,
municipalities and
Incustry are ...

Albertars: of all ages

amvionma...

Govermnment is
coominated across

Stowarcship,
collaboration, and
partnamhips ...

Question optlons
W Hooginien

B urimponun

O e

L

Public

NA
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Question: Important actions - conservation

Stakeholder Indigenous Public

Q63  Indicate which of the following are important to your community or erganization. Select Q63 Indicate which of the following are important to your community or organization. Select @13 Which of the following actions are important to p to imp conservation,
all that apply. all that apply. g and ion of nature in Alberta? Select all that apply.
0 1% 15 4500
8 20
87 &7 8 14
90 3634
14 13 13 13 4000 m
77 352z 3546 s 3497
80 I 75 12 12 12
72
w 7 3500
12 11 3100
70
10 10 2883 prery
3000 2732
10
60
2300
2500
50 8
2000
40
6
20 1500
4
20 b 1000
508
2 1
10
[ -
k1]
Question options ‘Questlon options
® None of the above. @ Other (please specify) @ Naneaofthe sbove. @ Other please specify) Question options
) 4 iip actions by and [} iz actions by " @ Other [plaase specity) ) Naone of the abave.
@ Gultivating a strong and shared 10 nature. @ Cultivating a strong ip athic and shared o Rature. L] izi actions by wer
@ Mobilizing society through i 1o raise and and action en nature. @ Mabilizing saciety thraugh t i and nd age action on ralure, @ Cultivating a strong ip athic and shared o reature.
@ Continuing to advance land use planning initiatives (e.g., regional and subregional planning). @ Conlining bo advance kand use pl i initi {8.g., regional and jional planning). @ Mabilizing saciety thraugh o rai and ind ction an nature.
@ Improving access 1o nature 1o support health and well-being. @ Improving access 1o raiure bo support haalth and wel-baing. @ Canfinuing o atvance kand ol g iniis (®.9., regional and i plannirg).
[ ] i i leadership and initi i 3 L] @ Improving acoess 1o rature to support haalth and wal-baing.
@ Maintaini le.g. wellands) across our landscapes. @ Restoring disturbed ecosystems. L ] la.g. watlands) across our @ Restoring L]
@ Reducing the introduction and spread of invasive species. © Recovering species at risk. @ Readucing the infroduction and spread of invasive species. ) Recovering species o risk. [ ] g @ Restoring
[ ] ing the f all lands to ining the health of our and ‘s iversi [ ] i of all lands 1o ing the health of our the pravinos's bi i @ Reducing the infroduction and spread of ivasive species. ) Recovering species ! risk.
@ Recogrizing the contributions of all lands 1o mairtaining the health of our the pravince's bi
Classification: Protected A
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Question: Important actions - economy

Stakeholder

Q64 Indicate which of the following are important to your c ity or organization. Select
all that apply.
80
81
79
ked
80
72
70 85 65
60
50
a0 3
30
20
8
0
3
Question options

@ Other (please specify) @ None of the above.

@ Progress tawards systems that imprave efficiency in resource use, such as improving recycling of material and reducing waste
(circular economiss).

@ Increasing financial resources allocated to environmental stewardship.

@ Developing guidelines and objectives for nature across ackvities and sectors.

@ Improving sustainability of natural resource-based industries. @ Developing systems 1o trade nature/biodiversity credits.
@ Quantitying the benefits received from nature.

economic incenth and manage natural resources and ecosystems.

L]
Classu,

Indigenous

Q64 Indicate which of the following are important to your community or organization. Select
all that apply.

12 12
1
10 10 10
10
s T
‘ 1

Question options.

® Other (ploase specity) @ Nona of the above.

@ Progress fowards systems that imgrove efficiency in resauroa Lse, such as improving recyeling of maberial and reducing wasts
(circular esonomies).

-

"

B Increasing slocated b
L]
B Improving sustsinabilty of natural rescurce-based industries. B
@ Quantifying te banefits recaived from raure.

@ Creating economic incantives 10 prolec! and Manage rILAI IBSoUrtes Snd scosySIens.

Public

Q14 Integrating nature into systems across our society will help us account for the value of
nature to our communities and economy. Which of the following actions are imp to
pursue? Select all that apply.

3500
3161 a7

2037

2500
2242
2138
2000
1500
1000 813
500 287
163 I

‘Question optlons
@ Other [p spectyy @ ulichafrn d chjactives for 2 sactars.

@ None of th above.
@ Progress fowards systems thal improve sfficiency in resouros Lse, sush as impraving recycling of material and reduing wasta
[GrCLar SGOnDMies].

® Incraasing financial resources slocated to emircamental stewardship. 8 Quantilying the benefits recaived from ralure.
® Improwving sustainasiity of natural rescuros-based industries. @ Developing systems 1o trada nature/biofiversity credits.
@ Creating economic incantives 1o prolect and manage natural resoLrces and ecosysiems.
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Question: areas for action

Stakeholder

Q66 A nature strategy will need to broadly identify areas where we need to take action.
Which of the potential areas for action below are important to your community or
organization? Select all that apply.

88 a0
™
76 76
70
63
58
ﬁ |
Question options
@ None of the above. @ Suppart standardized indicators and data to report on our natural capital.
@ Enhance our reguiatory systems to ensure sustainable management of natural resources.
L] practices that promote bit and nature.
@ Continue to conserve habitats, specias, and unique land features important to the health of our landscapes.
@ Suppon mechanisms for nature markets and conditions to SUPPOrt A nature-positive aconomy.
@ Develop guidsli d objectives for healthy across activilies and sectors.

® G with iies and @ Increass the use of nature-based solutions in Alberta.
Cla! @ crea equitabie opporurities to connect o nature.

8

2

3

8

&

8

8

=

Indigenous

Q66 A nature strategy will need to broadly identify areas where we need to take action.

Which of the potential areas for action below are imp to your ity or
organization? Select all that apply.

15
13 13
12 12 12
12
10
10 8
| ?

n ‘

4

2

Questlon optlons

@ Noneof the sbove. ) Suppon standardized indicstes and data 1o rapant on eur ratural sapital
@ Enlsaios ous regulatary systams o al
[ ] i promote and ralurs,

@ Conlinue o conserve habitals, specis, and uniqus land fatures important b he haslh of cur lndscaps.
o suppon & rature-pasilive ecananmy.

@

[ ] s for natue

@ Davelap guidalines and chjsctives for hsallhy
[ ] O Increciss the uge of pature-based solutions in Albarta.
® Croate squitable cpparuniies o canne o fabire.

Public

NA
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Question: making progress

Stakeholder

Q68 From your ity's or ization's perspective, where is Alberta’s government
making progress lowards conserving, managing and restoring nature? Select all that apply.

a7
30
38
a7
36
32
0
14

I 13

Question options

@ Other {please specify) @ None of the above.
® Using nature-basad solutions. to address socistal challenges such as natural hazards (flood, wildfire), food security and climate
change.

50

w
a

o
&

w
a

-
]

-
a

@ Ensuring access t0 nature and improving opportunities 10 pUrsUe BCtivities in nature (owdoor recreation, being in nature, tourism).
@ Reducing threals 1o biodiversity loss. @ Sustainable use of natural resources.

L ] ing bi into our systems.

@ Advanci fianships with ities and

@ Continuing 10 build our network of parks and protected areas

Classification: Protected A

Indigenous

Q68 From your community's or organization’s perspective, where is Alberta’s government
making progress towards conserving, managing and restoring nature? Select all that apply.

. 9
8
7 7
& [
5
‘ .
Question optlons

@ Other [please specity) @ Nona of the sbove.
@ Using nalure-based solufions 1o address societal challenges such as natural hazards (flood, widfin), food security and dirate
change.

@

-

® Ensuring access o impraving to pi i reature (outdoar recreation, baing in rature, tourism).
@ P 1 bi loss. @ use of natural resources.

@ Integrating biodiversity inta our management systems.

L ]

@ Contfinuing o build cur network of parks and profecied areas.

Public

Q16 Where do you think Alberta’s g is ly making prog d
conserving, ing and r ing Select all that apply.

1750
1500
1167 174
02
816 s1
776 778
Question optlons

® Other [ploase specity) @ Nona of the sbave.
@ Using nature-based solufions 1o address societal challanges such as natural hazards (lood, widfire), food security and cimate
clhange.

g

g

g

@ Ensuring access to impraving to pi in nature {outdoor recreation, baing in nature, tourism).
[ ] 1o bit . @ e of natural resources.

L ] y inbo our 1l systems.

[ ] i i with k

@ Confinuing to build our retwerk of parks and protected areas.
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Question: How would you like to be informed?
Stakeholder

Q73 How would your

ity or

ion like to be infs

advances?

g

&

8

8

Question options

7

70 &7

65

5 51

a5

k]
35
bod

25

15

10

s 1
—

d as the nature strategy

® Other (picase specify) @ | do not want 1o receive information @ Updates to government webpages

@ News releases from the Government of Alberta.

Classification: Protected A

@ Social media content

Indigenous

Q73 How would your

ity or ization like to be infs

advances?

2

g
8
7
-
5
5
4
3
2
1

d as the nature strategy

‘Question options
@ |donat want to receive infarmation.
B Neows rebosses fram the Govermiment

(pleasa specity) @ Updates 1o govemment webgages
® Social media contert

Public

Q19 How would you like to receive
strategy?

about the of the nature

3250
3000

2750

022
2058
2000
1688

1750

1500

1250

1000

70

500 368 338
: iR

Question optlons
@ Other @ Idonct B Ugpdtates to government webpages.
® News relosses from the Covernmert of Aberta. @ Secial madia cantent.
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Question: Experience completing the survey

Stakeholder Indigenous Public

Q25 |am responding on behalf of a: Q74 How was your experience completing the survey? Q74 How was your experience completing the survey?

7(46.7%)

8(53.3%)

Question options Questlon optlons
@ Métis community or organization @ First Nation community or organization ® Foor @ Accepiable @ Good W
@ Poor @ Accaplable @ Good

Classification: Protected A
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Question: demographic

Stakeholder Indigenous Public

Q22 Do you identify as Indigenous? Q21 What is your age?

NA

Question optlons.

@ Prefer not 1o B85 or older T 074 551084 451054 35t BwM
‘Question options . :r L] ®TEe L L @ 55 @ 4510 ®35e L
@ Vos kit @ Pralerrotiosay @ Noneol #iesbove. @ Yes, Mefs. @ Yas, First Nations. 18124 Undar 18

Classification: Protected A
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Healthy landscapes

It is important to manage
our landscape to maintain
healthy ecosystems

Protected areas have an
important role in
conserving nature

It is important to recognize
that working landscapes
contribute to maintaining
biodiversity and the health
of our ecosystems

Flancifinatinmm. Dundanda A A

Question options

® Agree
O Neutral
@ Disagree

@ No opinion
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L2 Commented [AM1]: Thoughts on boxes with memorable
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, - quotes (anonymous)?
A survey collecting input on the nature strategy was open from September 12 to November 7, 2024.

Survey respondents could self-select if they were answering as an individual member of the public, on
behalf of an Indigenous community or organization, or on behalf of an organization as a stakeholder. The
survey included radio-button guestions for level of agreement,multiple-eheice and open-ended
guestions on topics that correspond with the four goals outlined in the strategy. Over 4,200 responses
were received, 15 of which were on behalf of Indigenous communities or organizations and 99 on behalf
of stakeholder organizations.

A Nature Summit was held in Calgary on October 16, 2024 with Indigenous communities and
organizations and invited stakeholder guests, of which there were 69 individuals in attendance. Panels on
larger themes regarding a nature strategy in Alberta were held with experts discussing and answering
atdienee-questions on various approaches to the following topics:

e Working landscapes: Successes and shared responsibility
e Overcoming challenges and future opportunities
e Nature and economy

Tabletop discussions were facilitated at the Nature Summit between Indigenous community and
organization members and stakeholder participants from many sectors on the various values of nature
and priorities for government in the development of a nature strategy.

Finally, letters from individual and joint stakeholder groups were received and reviewed, and one-on-one
meetings with communities and organizations were held as requested.

Collaboration with Indigenous Communities and Organizations

Indigenous Communities and Organizations

Participants at the Nature Summit communicated a need for an increase in consultation and engagement
with Indigenous peoples. They described how Indigenous peoples have been guardians of the land for
generations and emphasized that their communities and organizations have knowledge that is crucial
notto-be-overloeked-for this initiative. Indigenous people have a-profound cultural connections and
needs for a healthy landscape. Therefore, engagement early in the process is necessary and the
importance of engagement to be meaningful was heard, |especially when other consultation work with
tighter timelines must take priority over the development of long-term, strategic level policy, creating

pressures on capacity and FESOUFCES.I 7777777777777777777777777777777777777777 _ - | Commented [SG2]: Not sure if | am following the intent of
this statement

Stakeholders

A majority of stakeholders were in agreement with a need to collaborate with Indigenous communities
and organizations in the development and implementation of a nature strategy, as well as to educate
people about the importance of nature to Indigenous peoples in particular. Knowledge keepers providing
guidance in a strategy was identified as helpfuinimportant to preventing further loss to biodiversity.

Classification: Protected A
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Surveys completed by stakeholders identified that ‘consideration’ or ‘inclusion’ of Indigenous
knowledges is not reflective of the balance needed between Indigenous knowledge keepers and western
scientists. There were calls for efforts towards outcomes of the strategy to go further than simply
acknowledgement of Indigenous knowledges, and should be centered around engagement with
Indigenous governments. The development of a well-defined process led by Indigenous communities
and organizations was suggested for the integration and incorporation of Indigenous perspectives
throughout a strategy, and partnership with interested First Nations in its development and next steps.

Public

Many public respondents emphasized the importance of combining Indigenous knowledge with modern
science for better conservation, natural resource management, and environmental stewardship. For
example, it was outlined that Indigenous practices such as controlled burning and sustainable land use
can significantly contribute to preserving natural landscapes and biodiversity. Overall, there was a notion
in survey responses that integrating traditional wisdom with western scientific methods leads to more
effective and sustainable practices. Several comments highlighted the need to respect and include
Indigenous perspectives in strategy development, planning, and decision-making processes.
Respondents stressed that Indigenous communities should be actively involved and their knowledge
should be respected, valued and considered equal to western science.

Some survey respondents identified reluctance of Indigenous people to share their knowledges due to
historical and ongoing mistrust. They also mentioned the challenges of meaningful engagement and the
need to address these barriers to foster better collaboration. lln some few cases, there was critical and
skeptical views from members of the public regarding the relevance and applicability of Indigenous
knowledge in modern contexts. \

== [ Commented [AM3]: Include? ]

" | commented [SG4R3]: | think keeping it reflects the range
of responses we received

Healthy, Connected, and Resilient Landscapes

Indigenous Communities and Organizations

When contemplating healthy landscapes through a nature strategy, it was clear through engagement
input that land use decisions must include Indigenous knowledges and work to create partnerships in
stewardship and monitoring. These perspectives must have an equal weight to western science
regarding impacts to biodiversity, and interests beyond those of industry were described as needing
more weight put behind them in government initiatives. Indigenous communities and organizations
called for land use planning to continue, and through survey responses indicated a high interest in co-
developing a strategy between the Government of Alberta and First Nation and Metis governments for
greater success and the building of meaning and trust in the process.

Engagement input from the Nature Summit reinforced the notion that nature is integral for Indigenous
ways of life and cultural survival, as outlined above, as well as the importance of facilitating collective
work and promoting understanding between Indigenous groups and various sectors. In survey
responses, there was general support for both protected areas as a method of conservation as well as
realizing positive biodiversity outcomes from working landscapes where conservation is not the highest
of priorities. However, working landscapes as a term and concept was not widely accepted by Indigenous
communities and organizations throughout engagement, for the term can imply that industrial or
agricultural uses are sole or most important purpose for public lands, disregarding traditional practices,

Classification: Protected A

EA000-2025-G-74 - 25



the exercising of treaty rights, or other land uses. An emphasis was also placed on reclamation of
disturbed areas alongside preventing loss to biodiversity at the outset. Outcomes and areas for action
including transparent data management and the expansion of Indigenous tourism as a player in
conservation efforts while supporting local economies were put forward.

Survey Question: Which of the following are important to your
community or organization?

Recognizing the contributions of all lands to maintaining the
health of our ecosystems and the province’s biodiversity

Recovering species at risk
Reducing the introduction and spread of invasive species

Restoring disturbed ecosystems

Maintaining threatened ecosystems (e.g., grasslands,
wetlands) across our landscapes
Supporting Indigenous leadership and initiatives in
conservation

Improving access to nature to support health and well-being

Continuing to advance land use planning initiatives (e.g.,
regional and subregional planning)
Mobilizing society through communication to raise
awareness and knowledge and encourage action on nature
Cultivating a strong environmental stewardship ethic and
shared commitment to nature
Recognizing stewardship actions by landowners,
communities and organizations

None of the above

Other

Stakeholders
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Survey responses from stakeholders demonstrated that nature is essential to livelihoods, communities,
and human health, and particular care should be taken for threatened ecosystems in the province such
as native grasslands. Ecosystem health was identified by many stakeholders to be the key management
objective and highest priority of a nature strategy, such as ENGOs, agriculture, and municipalities.
However, the approach to how best to maintain healthy landscapes created ambivalence among
stakeholders.

Conservation through the expansion and proliferation of parks and protected areas in the province,
particularly in sensitive areas, was voiced in surveys by stakeholders such as multiple ENGOs. Deemed to
be the most effective way to maintain biodiversity by some stakeholders, protected areas should be
representative of provincial landscapes and connected, including buffers for edge effects and migration
corridors, continue to drive tourism, and contribute to well-being. Areas previously undisturbed by

urban centres in the province. Finally, thissubsetofstakeholdersmany ENGOs called for management of
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recreation access, better integrating-integration of land-use planning and strengthened legislation for
protection of nature, such as in riparian zones.

On the other hand, stakeholder representatives in forestry and energy suggested that formal protection
of lands doesn’t necessarily create healthy landscapes, and can risk losses to biodiversity in their
establishment. The heightened threat of invasive species and a lack of effective management and
enforcement in the face of increasing pressures of recreational use can lead to difficulties within parks
and protected areas to maintain biodiversity.

Stakeholders in various sectors, such as policy and research institutes, tourism groups, land trusts, and
ENGOs described that intentional sustainable management of natural resources on working landscapes
should be supported to ensure that ecosystems continue to provide benefits, and that these actions
should be rewarded and incentivized. While the importance of protected areas was also recognized by
these groups in some cases, areas between them such as privately owned lands without formal
protection were emphasized for their important contributions to habitat connectivity, and that both
approaches should be prioritized in a strategy. There were suggestions from these stakeholder groups
that the term conservation area allows for the encompassing of multiple uses and values, and that best
management practices are important to adopt in these cases.

However, some stakeholders indicated a level of skepticism for the concept of working landscapes in
sectors such as multiple ENGOs. While there was a general lack of clarity surrounding the topic and
requests for clearer definitions, sentiments were also expressed in survey responses that working
landscapes fail to protect species from industrial development activities. Similar responses described
that they provide poor habitat, create a loss in ecosystem service values, and contribute to exacerbated
cumulative effects to landscapes that are not properly assessed. Recognizing the benefits of working
landscapes was described as a reactive approach, only to be utilized once irreversible damage is done in
an area. Regulation on industrial activity and land-use planning to understand compatibility of activities
were suggested alternatives.
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Survey Question: Which of the following are important to your
community or organization?

Recognizing the contributions of all lands to maintaining
the health of our ecosystems and the province’s
biodiversity

Recovering species at risk

Reducing the introduction and spread of invasive species

Restoring disturbed ecosystems

Maintaining threatened ecosystems (e.g., grasslands,
wetlands) across our landscapes

Supporting Indigenous leadership and initiatives in
conservation

Improving access to nature to support health and well-
being

Continuing to advance land use planning initiatives (e.g.,
regional and subregional planning)

Mobilizing society through communication to raise
awareness and knowledge and encourage action on
nature

Cultivating a strong environmental stewardship ethic and
shared commitment to nature

Recognizing stewardship actions by landowners,
communities and organizations

None of the above

Other

Public

I </

Through public survey responses in particular, there were calls for clear definitions of terms, healthy

landscapes being one that required more detail and caused confusion in responses. For better accuracy
and understanding, public respondents emphasized the need for precise language in a nature strategy.

Multiple members of the public highlighted the importance of balancing conservation efforts with

economic development, such as the need for sustainable practices that allow for both the protection of

natural areas and the responsible use of resources. Public survey respondents emphasized the

importance of protected areas in conserving nature and maintaining biodiversity, if effectively managed.
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Many comments focused on the negative impact of industrial activities such as mining, logging, and
agriculture on biodiversity and ecosystem health. Respondents called for stricter regulations and better

management practices to mitigate these impacts.

Finally, several responses underscored the importance of involving local communities and Indigenous
peoples in conservation efforts. They highlighted the value of traditional knowledge and the need for
collaborative approaches to managing natural landscapes.

Survey Question: Which of the following actions are important
to pursue to improve conservation, management, and
restoration of nature in Alberta?

Recognizing the contributions of all lands to maintaining the
health of our ecosystems and the province’s biodiversity

Recovering species at risk

Reducing the introduction and spread of invasive species

Restoring disturbed ecosystems

Maintaining threatened ecosystems (e.g., grasslands,
wetlands) across our landscapes

Supporting Indigenous leadership and initiatives in
conservation

Improving access to nature to support health and well-being

Continuing to advance land use planning initiatives (e.g.,
regional and subregional planning)

Mobilizing society through communication to raise
awareness and knowledge and encourage action on nature

Cultivating a strong environmental stewardship ethic and
shared commitment to nature

Recognizing stewardship actions by landowners,
communities and organizations

None of the above

Other
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Well-Being and Connection to Nature

Indigenous Communities and Organizations

Statements from written survey responses indicated that being connected to nature is paramount to
Indigenous life and cultural survival, and there was nearly full agreement with survey statements
regarding the importance of a connection to nature’s contribution to well-being and mental health. It
was suggested that nature could benefit people living in large urban centers, and the importance of
informing on how nature is vital to all life and people. Comments from Indigenous communities and
organizations outlined how equitable access to public lands, while important, must be carefully
considered based on the ability of the ecosystem to withstand disturbance and avoid cumulative
impacts, and that recreational uses such as off-highway vehicle use must be managed. Outcomes such as
grants for Indigenous communities to establish areas for recreation or monitoring programs were
identified through engagement.

Stakeholders

While there was a large amount of agreement from engaged stakeholders on the importance of
connecting with nature, ranked as important by 81-89% of stakeholders through radio-button survey
responses, en-the-impertance-of-connectng-with-nature,-many in the agriculture sector showed concern
about increased access to nature and the respecting of landowner and property rights. Educating
recreational users on responsible use was suggested by multiple stakeholder groups.

Public

Through responses to the public survey, there was widespread agreement with the general intent of this
goal. Tthe need for better access to natural areas, especially for those living in urban settings, people
with physical disabilities, and those without personal vehicles was highlighted. There were concerns
about the cost of accessing parks and natural spaces, such as the Kananaskis Conservation Pass, which
some felt was prohibitive. Respondents expressed concerns about the equitable distribution of natural
spaces and the need for policies that ensure all Albertans, regardless of income or location, can enjoy
nature. There were mentions of the need for more natural areas close to cities and better public
transportation options to reach these areas. Numerous respondents shared personal stories about how
spending time in nature positively impacts their mental and physical health. They emphasized the need
for natural spaces to support overall well-being and the importance of maintaining these areas for future
generations.

At the same time, many members of the public emphasized the importance of protecting natural areas
from overuse and industrial activities. There were calls for more parks and protected areas, better
management of recreational activities, and stricter regulations on activities like off-road vehicle usage
that can have negative ecological impacts.

Many responses highlighted the importance of educating the public about the benefits of nature and
awareness of how to engage with it responsibly. There were suggestions for incorporating outdoor
learning into school curriculums and promoting activities that foster a connection to nature.
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Survey Question: How do you, personally, benefit from nature?

Spending time in nature improves my mental health (e.g., |
feel calmer and less stressed, it improves my mood or my
ability to focus)

Spending time in nature improves my physical health (e.g., |
feel stronger or sleep better after spending time outside)

Nature provides clean air and water

Nature has value in and of itself

Nature provides connection to traditional ways of life and
customs

Nature provides connection to spiritual values

Nature provides important resources that support my
quality of life (e.g., paper, clothing, wood products,
nutritious food, etc.)

My employment is associated with a natural resource

| do not personally benefit from nature

Other

Nature and Economy

Indigenous Communities and Organizations

904

| EY

Indigenous communities and organizations tended to be overall more neutral or skeptical about
economic outcomes for nature than stakeholder groups, and in some cases thought other conservation
approaches such as land-use planning should be prioritized over economic concepts or market-based
tools. According to some Indigenous survey respondents, nature cannot be quantified but value can be
placed on natural resources, which is an important distinction to be made in a nature strategy and there
should be a role for Indigenous voices in determining the valuation placed on nature. In terms of

economic activity, survey respondents in general promoted the expansion of tourism over oil and gas or
mining, but spoke to the importance of leveraging best practices in industry and regulating them as

standard practices.
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Survey Question: Which of the following are important to your
community or organization?

Creating economic incentives to protect and manage natural
resources and ecosystems

Quantifying the benefits received from nature _ 11

10

Developing systems to trade nature/biodiversity credits _ 7
Improving sustainability of natural resource-based industries _ 10

Developing guidelines and objectives for nature across
activities and sectors

Increasing financial resources allocated to environmental
stewardship

Progress towards systems that improve efficiency in
resource use, such as improving recycling of material and
reducing waste (circular economies)

10

None of the above

[

Other 0

Stakeholders

In written surveys, some stakeholder respondents stated that nature has inherent value that can not or
should not be quantified. Quantification of the economic value of nature will always be a poor reflection
of its importance, and time and efforts would be better spent focusing on addressing actions that
degrade or destroy nature in the first place, according to environmental stakeholders. Risks such as
undervaluing or inaccurately representing ecosystems, promoting development through quantification,
or a replacement of legislation and policy through market-based mechanisms were outlined.

Stakeholders in support of internalizing nature in economic considerations, such as some agricultural
producers, energy, and recreation organizations saw it as an effective way to communicate the
importance of nature within conversations in society it has not historically been a part of. They saw
ecological considerations as an externality, including potential costs and damages from resource
extraction. Survey respondents described that recognizing the value of natural assets can build
understanding and support for conservation, and situating nature and ecosystem services as functional
and contributing pillars within the economic system can reframe perspectives and land-use decisions.
There was general support through radio-button survey questions for actions related to nature and
economy such as quantifying benefits, economic incentives, increasing financial resources, and
advancing circular economic thinking, but there was only 20-40% stakeholder support for statements
regarding the development of trading systems for biodiversity credits. Recommendations such as
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standardized assessments and performance metrics of valuation and the inclusion of valuing social and
cultural values were provided.

Survey Question: Which of the following are important to your
community or organization?

Creating economic incentives to protect and manage natural
resources and ecosystems

~

N
3
[

Quantifying the benefits received from nature

Developing systems to trade nature/biodiversity credits 36

Improving sustainability of natural resource-based industries _ 77
Developing guidelines and objectives for nature across _ 65
activities and sectors
Increasing financial resources allocated to environmental _ 79

stewardship

Progress towards systems that improve efficiency in
resource use, such as improving recycling of material and
reducing waste (circular economies)

65

[
w

None of the above

Other - 8

Public

In the midst of concerns expressed about over-exploitation and the negative impacts of industrial
activities on ecosystems, many respondents to the public survey emphasized the importance of
quantifying the economic value of nature and ecosystem services. They believed that understanding the
monetary benefits of nature can help in making informed decisions about conservation and sustainable
use. However, several responses underscored the intrinsic value of nature beyond its economic benefits.
Respondents argued that nature should be valued for its own sake and that its protection is a moral and
ethical obligation that is not easily quantified.

Throughout public respondents, there was a strong emphasis on the need for sustainable development
practices that balance economic growth with environmental protection. Respondents suggested that
integrating nature into the economy should not come at the expense of ecological health. Many
respondents pointed out the economic benefits of tourism and recreation that depend on healthy
natural environments and stressed the importance of maintaining and protecting natural areas to
support economic activities such as these.
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Survey Question: Which of the following actions are important
to pursue?

Creating economic incentives to protect and manage natural
resources and ecosystems

Developing systems to trade nature/biodiversity credits

Improving sustainability of natural resource-based industries

Quantifying the benefits received from nature

Increasing financial resources allocated to environmental
stewardship

Progress towards systems that improve efficiency in

resource use, such as improving recycling of material and...

Developing guidelines and objectives for nature across
activities and sectors

None of the above

Other

Supporting Stewardship and Partnerships

Indigenous Communities and Organizations
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Over 85% of survey responses from representatives of Indigenous communities and organizations
indicated support for stewardship and partnership statements, and the sentiment of Indigenous
consultation adding value to outcomes of a nature strategy in the province was evident throughout
engagement on this topic. However, in some cases, respondents and Nature Summit attendees
described that there can be differences in what should be considered appropriate or effective
stewardship of nature and biodiversity between Indigenous and western perspectives. Comments from

surveys included takeaways such as all land users and interest groups needing to be brought together to

fully understand the trade-offs and the potential contributions of each towards achieving goals in a
balanced way. The coordination of government ministries and industry was heard as a way to more
smoothly promote conservation in the province, and also that relying on stewardship alone does not
always work while the enforcement of fines for not meeting set environmental standards can be more
effective in some cases. Calls were made for strengthened policies for natural protection that include

Indigenous peoples in their creation processes.

Many First Nations and Métis communities have an interest in co-developing a nature strategy or
participating on a government-to-government partnership and would require funding to support
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capacity efforts. Regional or provincial advisory committees or councils that include industry,
government, and Indigenous rightsholders was suggested through surveys, meetings, and at the Nature
Summit.

Stakeholders

For each survey statement regarding stewardship and the role of collaboration in conserving nature,
there was more than 90% support from survey respondents representing stakeholders. Comments
outlined the importance of working across government, stakeholders in various sectors, the research
community, and Indigenous peoples. ENGOs, agriculture organizations, and land trusts placed emphasis
on the need for increased funding dedicated to organizations that work in partnership with landowners,
and recognition of those who are early adopters of stewardship principles and partnerships. The
agricultural sector in particular was interested in greater education of the public as to how the industry
can effectively contribute to conservation. Many stakeholders described a need for tools, economic
mechanisms, or incentives to support voluntary stewardship alongside regulatory responsibilities. Some
ENGOs expressed concern that some systems enacted by government may actually create incentive for
resource extraction and development instead of protective measures for nature, and that collaboration
is prevented by public land decisions made by government from which other voices are excluded.

Other outcomes from supporting collaboration and stewardship in nature conservation that were
identified through engagement with stakeholders included public education, inclusivity in processes, and
the measurement and tracking of improvements made over time.

Public

Many members of the public saw value in supporting private landowners who contribute to ecosystem
services through stewardship of their lands. This included providing financial incentives, education, and
resources to help landowners maintain and enhance natural landscapes. While this was emphasized,
there was also a strong sentiment that regulatory approaches are necessary to protect the environment.
Respondents believe that relying solely on voluntary stewardship is insufficient and that stronger
regulations and enforcement, particularly in cases of industrial activities, are needed to ensure the
protection of biodiversity and prevention of environmental degradation.

The importance of collaboration and partnerships between various stakeholders, including government,
non-governmental organizations, and landowners, was evident through public survey responses.
Respondents highlighted the need for cooperative efforts to achieve conservation goals and manage
natural resources effectively. Increasing education and outreach efforts to raise awareness about
environmental conservation and stewardship practices was also mentioned by the public. Respondents
suggested that more public education campaigns and community engagement initiatives are needed to
promote sustainable practices.

Areas of Progress, Areas of Action, and Priorities for Government

Indigenous Communities and Organizations

Through engagement via surveys and the in-person Nature Summit, priority areas of action for
Indigenous communities and organizations for a nature strategy would be pursuing a co-development
approach to implementation, and early and continuous participation and engagement. Finding ways to
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facilitate companies shifting from climate-centric relationships with nature would be a government
action to prioritize, and creating understanding of industry’s reliance on nature and business continuity
market risks if the economy does not become more nature-positive. Indigenous tourism was listed as a
conservation effort that supports local economies if actioned and supported by government.

Survey Question: Which of the potential areas for action below
are important to your community or organization?

Create equitable opportunities to connect to nature [ NRRIIDIDIIE 10
Increase the use of nature-based solutions in Alberta | NNNRNREDINME 12
Collaborate with Indigenous communities and organizations | NN 5

Develop guidelines and objectives for healthy landscapes
across activities and sectors

I 12

Support mechanisms for nature markets and conditions to
support a nature-positive economy

I 5

Continue to conserve habitats, species, and unique land
features important to the health of our landscapes

Encourage practices that promote biodiversity and nature | NNNNEREEEME 13

Enhance our regulatory systems to ensure sustainable
management of natural resources

Support standardized indicators and data to report on our I

natural capital

— 13

I 12

None of the above = 0

Stakeholders

Areas for action that should be prioritized in a nature strategy, as identified by stakeholders, varied
greatly based on sector. Those in agriculture were skeptical of protected areas proliferation and
expansion, but that market-based mechanisms were an important way to recognize and incentivize
maintenance of biodiversity in the province with assessment and quantification. Specifically, those
interested in livestock and grazing saw supporting landowners to adopt new practices as a priority.
Recognition and leveraging of actions already being undertaken, such as by organizations in agriculture
and forestry, was a theme in areas for action in order to avoid the duplication of efforts for nature
conservation, as well as coordination across government and red tape reduction. Approaching
conservation from a multi-species or landscape perspective as opposed to species-at-risk being the only
consideration was detailed by forestry stakeholders. The measurement of success against standards and
indicators for nature strategy outcomes, with clear timelines and adequate funding, was emphasized
with great importance by various sectors including environmental stakeholders as well as energy and
recreation organizations. Forestry stakeholders suggested leveraging existing reporting frameworks to do
so. The importance of education was mentioned by nearly all stakeholders on various topics throughout
engagement on nature and biodiversity conservation in the province.
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Survey Question: Which of the potential areas for action below
are important to your community or organization?

Create equitable opportunities to connect to nature

Increase the use of nature-based solutions in Alberta

Collaborate with Indigenous communities and organizations

Develop guidelines and objectives for healthy landscapes
across activities and sectors

Support mechanisms for nature markets and conditions to
support a nature-positive economy

Continue to conserve habitats, species, and unique land
features important to the health of our landscapes

Encourage practices that promote biodiversity and nature

Enhance our regulatory systems to ensure sustainable
management of natural resources

Support standardized indicators and data to report on our
natural capital

None of the above

Public
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In terms of areas for action, many public respondents emphasized the importance of establishing new
conservation areas and the expansion of existing parks, completing land use planning in the province,
and protection of headwaters. The need for effective regulation and enforcement to protect nature was
outlined in public feedback, including strengthened enforcement of existing rules, establishing firm
regulations for industries, and ensuring that penalties for environmental damage are severe enough to

deter harmful activities.

Respondents suggested promoting sustainable agriculture, encouraging the use of renewable energy,
and providing financial incentives for conservation efforts. There were also calls for creating economic
incentives for industries to adopt sustainable practices and for landowners to manage their land in

environmentally conscious ways. Action items suggested stressed the importance of educating the public

about the benefits of nature and the need for conservation, including incorporating nature education
into school curricula, promoting urban green spaces, and encouraging community involvement in

conservation efforts.

Finally, there was emphasis placed on the need for collaboration between the Alberta government,
Indigenous communities, and other stakeholders. Public feedback highlighted the importance of
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supporting Indigenous-led conservation initiatives and ensuring that Indigenous knowledges and
perspectives are integrated into conservation strategies.
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Healthy Landscapes

1. Definition and Clarity of Terms: Many respondents expressed confusion and
requested clearer definitions for terms like "working landscapes" and "unhealthy
landscapes." They emphasized the need for precise language to ensure accurate
responses and understanding.

2. Balance Between Conservation and Development: A significant number of
responses highlighted the importance of balancing conservation efforts with
economic development. Respondents discussed the need for sustainable
practices that allow for both the protection of natural areas and the responsible
use of resources.

3. Role of Protected Areas: There was a strong consensus on the importance of
protected areas in conserving nature and maintaining biodiversity. Respondents
emphasized that protected areas should be managed effectively to ensure they
contribute positively to the environment.

4. Impact of Human Activities: Many comments focused on the negative impact of
human activities such as mining, logging, and agriculture on biodiversity and
ecosystem health. Respondents called for stricter regulations and better
management practices to mitigate these impacts.

5. Community and Indigenous Involvement: Several responses underscored the
importance of involving local communities and Indigenous peoples in
conservation efforts. They highlighted the value of traditional knowledge and the
need for collaborative approaches to managing natural landscapes.

Indigenous

1. Integration of Indigenous Knowledge and Modern Science: Many respondents
emphasized the importance of combining Indigenous knowledge with modern
science for better land management and environmental stewardship. They believe
that integrating traditional wisdom with contemporary scientific methods can lead
to more effective and sustainable practices.

2. Respect and Inclusion of Indigenous Perspectives: A significant number of
comments highlighted the need to respect and include Indigenous perspectives in
planning and decision-making processes. Respondents stressed that Indigenous
communities should be actively involved and their knowledge should be valued and
considered equal to Western science.

3. Challenges and Barriers to Indigenous Knowledge Sharing: Some respondents
pointed out the reluctance of Indigenous people to share their knowledge due to
historical and ongoing mistrust. They also mentioned the challenges of meaningful
engagement and the need to address these barriers to foster better collaboration.

4. Environmental Stewardship and Conservation: Many comments focused on the
role of Indigenous knowledge in environmental stewardship and conservation.
Respondents believe that Indigenous practices, such as controlled burning and
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sustainable land use, can significantly contribute to preserving natural landscapes
and biodiversity.

5. Criticism and Skepticism: There were also critical and skeptical views regarding
the relevance and applicability of Indigenous knowledge in modern contexts. Some
respondents questioned the effectiveness of traditional practices and expressed
concerns about romanticizing Indigenous knowledge without critical evaluation.

Connecting to Nature

1. Accessibility and Inclusivity: Many respondents highlighted the need for better
access to natural areas, especially for those living in urban settings, people with
physical disabilities, and those without personal vehicles. There were concerns
about the cost of accessing parks and natural spaces, such as the Kananaskis
Conservation Pass, which some felt was prohibitive.

2. Conservation and Protection: A significant number of responses emphasized
the importance of protecting natural areas from overuse and industrial activities.
There were calls for more parks and protected areas, better management of
recreational activities, and stricter regulations on activities like off-roading that
can damage the environment.

3. Equity and Fairness: Respondents expressed concerns about the equitable
distribution of natural spaces and the need for policies that ensure all Albertans,
regardless of income or location, can enjoy nature. There were mentions of the
need for more natural areas close to cities and better public transportation
options to reach these areas.

4. Environmental Education and Awareness: Many responses highlighted the
importance of educating the public about the benefits of nature and how to
engage with it responsibly. There were suggestions for incorporating outdoor
learning into school curriculums and promoting activities that foster a connection
to nature.

5. Mental and Physical Health Benefits: Numerous respondents shared personal
stories about how spending time in nature positively impacts their mental and
physical health. They emphasized the need for natural spaces to support overall
well-being and the importance of maintaining these areas for future generations.

Nature and Economy

1. Economic Value of Nature: Many respondents emphasized the importance of
quantifying the economic value of nature and ecosystem services. They believe
that understanding the monetary benefits of nature can help in making informed
decisions about conservation and sustainable use.

2. Conservation and Preservation: A significant number of responses highlighted
the need to prioritize conservation and preservation of natural areas.
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Respondents expressed concerns about over-exploitation and the potential
negative impacts of industrial activities on ecosystems.

3. Sustainable Development: There is a strong emphasis on the need for
sustainable development practices that balance economic growth with
environmental protection. Respondents suggested that integrating nature into
the economy should not come at the expense of ecological health.

4. Tourism and Recreation: Many respondents pointed out the economic benefits
of tourism and recreation that depend on healthy natural environments. They
stressed the importance of maintaining and protecting natural areas to support
tourism and related economic activities.

5. Intrinsic Value of Nature: Several responses underscored the intrinsic value of
nature beyond its economic benefits. Respondents argued that nature should be
valued for its own sake and that its protection is a moral and ethical obligation

Stewardship

1. Support for Landowners: Many respondents emphasized the importance of
supporting landowners who contribute to ecosystem services through
stewardship of their land. This includes providing financial incentives, education,
and resources to help landowners maintain and enhance natural landscapes.

2. Regulatory Approaches: There is a strong sentiment that regulatory approaches
are necessary to protect the environment. Respondents believe that relying solely
on voluntary stewardship is insufficient and that stronger regulations and
enforcement are needed to ensure the protection of natural areas.

3. Collaboration and Partnerships: The importance of collaboration and
partnerships between various stakeholders, including government, non-
governmental organizations, and landowners, is a recurring theme. Respondents
highlighted the need for cooperative efforts to achieve conservation goals and
manage natural resources effectively.

4. Education and Outreach: Increasing education and outreach efforts to raise
awareness about environmental conservation and stewardship practices is a key
theme. Respondents suggested that more public education campaigns and
community engagement initiatives are needed to promote sustainable practices.

5. Concerns about Industrial Impact: Many respondents expressed concerns
about the negative impact of industrial activities, such as mining and logging, on
the environment. There is a call for stricter regulations and better management of
industrial activities to prevent environmental degradation and protect
biodiversity.

Actions
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1. Conservation and Protection of Natural Areas: Many respondents emphasized
the importance of establishing new conservation areas, protecting 30% of Alberta
by 2030, and completing land use planning. There were also calls for protecting
headwaters, creating larger parks, and ensuring that natural areas are not
exploited for profit.

2. Regulation and Enforcement: A significant number of responses highlighted the
need for stronger regulations and enforcement to protect nature. This includes
better enforcement of existing rules, establishing firm regulations for industries,
and ensuring that penalties for environmental damage are severe enough to deter
harmful activities.

3. Sustainable Practices and Incentives: Respondents suggested promoting
sustainable agriculture, encouraging the use of renewable energy, and providing
financial incentives for conservation efforts. There were also calls for creating
economic incentives for industries to adopt sustainable practices and for
landowners to manage their land in environmentally friendly ways.

4. Public Education and Engagement: Many responses stressed the importance of
educating the public about the benefits of nature and the need for conservation.
This includes incorporating nature education into school curricula, promoting
urban green spaces, and encouraging community involvement in conservation
efforts.

5. Collaboration and Indigenous Leadership: There was a strong emphasis on the
need for collaboration between the government, Indigenous communities, and
other stakeholders. Respondents highlighted the importance of supporting
Indigenous-led conservation initiatives and ensuring that Indigenous knowledge
and perspectives are integrated into conservation strategies

General

1. Lack of Trust in Government Initiatives: Many respondents expressed
skepticism about the government's commitment to genuine environmental
protection. They believe that the government's actions often prioritize economic
gains over ecological sustainability. There is a strong sentiment that the
government is more interested in exploiting natural resources than in preserving
them.

2. Need for Clear and Transparent Communication: Respondents highlighted the
need for the government to provide more detailed and transparent information
about its nature strategy and related initiatives. They want to see clear,
measurable goals and regular updates on progress. There is also a call for more
public consultation and involvement in decision-making processes.

3. Concerns about Specific Environmental Issues: Several specific environmental
concerns were repeatedly mentioned, including the impact of coal mining, the
need for better forest management to prevent wildfires, and the protection of
water resources. Respondents are particularly worried about the potential
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environmental damage from coal mining in the eastern slopes and the lack of
effective measures to address orphan wells.

4. Desire for Stronger Conservation Efforts: Many respondents called for more
robust conservation efforts, including the expansion of protected areas, better
enforcement of environmental regulations, and increased funding for
conservation programs. There is a strong desire to see Alberta commit to
protecting 30% of its land by 2030 and to take bold steps to halt and reverse
biodiversity loss.

5. Integration of Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: There is a significant
emphasis on the importance of integrating Indigenous knowledge and
perspectives into the development and implementation of Alberta's nature
strategy. Respondents believe that Indigenous communities should play a central
role in managing and protecting natural resources, and that their traditional
knowledge can provide valuable insights for sustainable environmental practices.
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26(1)(a)(iii) -

26(1)(b)

Indigenous Engagement Summary

1. Summary

2. . Feedback

26(1)(a)(iii) -

26(1)(b)

Survey

NSummit table discussions

Emails/Letters/Meetings

I@ySmnmaw
* Many First Nations and Métis communlt'les have an interest in co-developing the strategy or participating on a government-to-government

partnership and would require funding to support capacity efforts.

e Aregional or provincial adwsory committee with. Industry, government and Indigenous has been suggested through survey and at the
Nature Summit. .
e Land use decisions when conter’r;pfating healthy Iandscapes‘and biodiversity, must include Indigenous knowledge and have an equal weight
to western science regarding impacts to biodiversity. e
e Land use planning under ALSA needs to contihue. .
e We need to collaborate, educate people about the |mportance of Nature to Indrgenous people, in the way it differs from most, and we
need to have knowledge keepers providing guidance to prevent further loss. .

Feedback

Engagement
Product

General Summary

Key takeaway

Calls to Action

Indigenous
Survey

Agreement
Statements

Healthy
Landscapes

Agreement to manage
landscape for
maintaining healthy
ecosystems, support
working landscapes,
protected areas.

High interest to co-
develop strategy with
adequate capacity
funding to participate

Must include Indigenous
Knowledge to be successful.
Must have reclamation, not
just conservation.

Current management
practices are not effective to
prevent further loss.

Too much weight given to
Industry interests instead of
Indigenous knowledge.

Co-develop with Metis and FN governments. .

Implement and régulqte Coal Policy, protect
eastern slopes — working for industry.
Build meaning and trust. ~ .

Need transparent data on landscape,
management .
Facilitate collectively working together to
bridge gaps and promote understanding
between various levels and society.

Indigenous
Survey

Agreement
Statements

Language of
‘considering
Indigenous
Knowledge’ does not
reflect the balance

Must go further than simply
acknowledging and
considering Indigenous
knowledge must be centered

Develop a system or process, defined, and led
by Indigenous governments so that
Indigenous knowledge can be incorporated
and valued equally to western science.

Most critical:

Most

" . | constructive:
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Engagement

Product General Summary Key takeaway Calls to Action
Indigenous needed between around engagement with Partner with interested Nations on
knowledge keepers Indigenous governments. developing this part of the strategy.
and western scientists. | e Explicit in not engaging with
non-Indigenous organizations
to build Indigenous
knowledge or include
Indigenous perspectives.
Indigenous All in agreement. e Equitable access to public Education. People need to be informed on
Survey lands must be carefully how important Nature is to life, for all people.
Agreement Being connected to considered based on the Grant Indigenous communities the funds and
Statements nature is paramount ability of the ecosystem to land to develop areas for recreation, for all
to Indigenous life. withstand disturbance and people.
Connecting avoid cumulative impacts. Develop Indigenous monitoring and
to Nature e Nature would benefit inner stewardship programs.
city people to reconnect to
earth.
e Recreation must be controlled
— OHV use must be managed.
Indigenous Split agreement and e Get back to land-use Return to land-use planning under ALSA.
Survey neutral regarding planning. Promote tourism instead of oil, gas, mining.
Agreement nature and economy. | e Nature cannot be quantified Leverage the best practices and regulate
Statements but value can be placed on them as standard practice.
resources
Nature and e Indigenous knowledge can
Economy play a significant role in
placing value on nature.
Indigenous Indigenous e All land users and interest Establish regional advisory councils.
Survey consultation will add groups must be brought Strengthen policies, improve land
Agreement value. together to understand trade- management, and ensure protection of
Statements offs and potential

Stewardship
and
Partnership

contributions to achieving
balance and goals.
Government ministries and
Industry must be coordinated
to contribute to outcomes.
Relying on stewardship does
not work. Fines for not

nature while including Indigenous peoples in
the creation of such policies.
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Engagement

Product General Summary Key takeaway Calls to Action
26(1)(a)(iij) - measuring to standards seem
to be the most effective
26(1)(b) Actions e Prioritize a co-development approach to the creation and implementation of the Nature Strategy with

Listed in . Indigenous peoples within Alberta.

Survey . I5rov[de opportunities for Indigenous peoples within Alberta to continuously participate and engage in the
creation of the Nature Strategy and have the real ability to have their perspectives and goals reflected in the
strategy.

e The rapid decliﬁe*of our natural ecosystems is a major risk for business continuity. Companies need to

shifting from climate-centric to holistic, integrated approaches to addressing nature.

e Systems-level transformation is necessary — incremental change will not suffice for a nature-positive world.

Companies must understand their reliance and impacts on nature, and accelerate action to address them in
order to mitigate serious physical, re‘gulatory, reputational and market risks.

e Recognize and support (both in practice and economlcally) Métis-led conservation initiatives throughout the

province.

Summit e Increase consultation and engagement with Indlgenous peoples; Indigenous peoples have been guardians

of the land for generations and have knowledge for this initiative.

e Include Indigenous early and ensure engagement is meaningful where input is included. Indigenous people
have a profound connection and need for a healthy landscape.

e Indigenous knowledge is lacking — it must be included.

e Enable Indigenous-led acquisition of land or more authority for conservation; provide the land that is
meaningful to way of life and give Indigenous communities the funding and authorlty to monitor and
steward the land. Create a partnership in land-use management.

e Nature is integral for Indigenous way of life and cultural survival; Indigenous tourism can be a player in
conservation efforts while supporting local economies.

e Need reclamation but regulations create conflict, not being able to return to natural state properly or
effectively

Meetings Co-developing and . °

and Letters creating mutually

beneficial economy /
conservation.
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Conservation Economy

Q63  Indicate which of the following are important to your community or organization. Select Q64 Indicate which of the following are important to your community or organization. Select
all that apply. all that apply.
16 15 -
14
12 12
1a 13 13 13
12 "
12 12 12
10 10 10
12 1
10
10 10
10
o 7
8
)
6
4
4
2 1 2 1
Queatian ophions Questlon optlons.
@ Moneof the above. ) Other (pleass specify] ® Other y @ Maneof the
® Recognizing stewardship actions by landewnars, comimnitios ard arganizafions. @ Progress fowards systems that improve aficiency in resauroe Lse, such as improving recycing of material and reducing waste
) Cultivating a strong environmantal siewardship ethic and shared comimitment o rature. [circular sconcenies).
@ Mabilizing saciety thraugh communication b raise awareness and knowledge and ancourags action an rafurs. ® Incransing firancal alocated to

@ Daveloping guidalines and cbjectives for nisture across aclivilies and sectors.

B Improving sustainabilty of natural rescurce-based indusiries. @ Developing systems 1o rade naturebiodiversity credils.
@ Cuaniilying $e banefits received from raiune.

@ Craating sconomic incantives 10 proect and manage rafural resowrces and scosysiems.

@ Continuing o advanoe kand use planning inifiatives (s.g., regional and subregional planning).
@ Improving acoess io naiune b support haalth and wel-being.

& 5 and in co L

@ Maintairing ihvestened scosystems [a.0., grasshands, wabiands) across our landseapes. 1 Rastoring disturbed acosystams.
@ Reducing the intraduction and spread of imvasive species. @) Recovering species o risk,

@ Recognizing the contrizuticns of all lands to maintaining the health of our scosystems and the provinoe's bisdiversity.
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Areas of Priorities

Q66 A nature strategy will need to broadly identify areas where we need to take action.
Which of the potential areas for action below are important to your community or
organization? Select all that apply. Q68 From your community’s or organization’s perspective, where is Alberta’s government

making progress towards conserving, managing and restoring nature? Select all that apply.
15
8
13 13
B
12 12 12
12
T T
10
10 ° 6 [
5
8 7
4
6
4
2

Making Progress

-

o

w

s

w

Lo

-

Questlon optlons

@ Noneof the above. @ Suppon standardized indicstors and data to reporl on cur ralural capital, Question options

@ Enhancs our regulatary systems to ansure waril of natural @ Ot (plesse specily) @ None ol the sbove.

@ Encourage practions that promuote biodivensity and rature. @ Using raiure-based solufions io address societal challanges such as natural hazards [flood, widine), food security and dimate
@ Conlinue lo conserve habitals, species, and unigue land features irgonant o tha health of our landscapss. changs.

@ Support mechanisms Tor nature markats and condilions 10 suppor & nalure-posilive econany. B Ensuring aceess io nabure and impraving oppodunities to pursue activilies in raiure {oubdoar recnaation, baing in nalure, tourism].
@ Develop guidslines and objeciives for healthy landscapes: across activities and sectors. ® Reducing threats (o biodversty loss. @ Sustainabie use of nafursl resources.

@ Collaborate with Indiganaus communities and crganizaions. ) Icreass Ihe uss of nature-bagid solutions in Albara. © Integrating bicdivessity into our managament systems.

@ Create scuilabls spponiunifies b cannecd s naturs. @ Advancing relationships with Indigencus communities ard organizations.

@ Confinuing o build cur netwerk of parks and protected areas.
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Themes from NS Survey - Indigenous Responses

26(1)(a)(iii) -
26(1)(b) .

f

By community (in progress)

B Skepticism of current measures

M Expanding parks and protected areas (access to nature)

Integrating Indigenous Knowledge and community planning

Emphasis on education

B Need for long-term vision for conservation

M Nature-postive economy (nature focused economic planning)

B Other

Indigenous Community /Organization

Main Themes

What we heard

How input is incorporated

Co-develop strategy.

Would like an Indigenous only
meeting.

Conservation does not
achieve healthy
landscapes — need
reclamation

Policy

e Implement coal policy as legislation

Regulatory enhancement for
implementing policy direction.
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Indigenous Community /Organization

Main Themes

What we heard

How input is incorporated

26(1)(a)(ii
26(1)(b)

26(1)(@)(iil

26(1)(b)

~—

~—

Co-develop strategy

Offensive to use language to manage
nature.

Want to work on something that
benefits the objectives of the strategy
and long standing interest in protecting
traditional areas.

Co-develop strategy.

' Indigenous Stakeholders

Alberta Indigenous Opportunities
Corporation

Beyond the River
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